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been quite beyond definite computation, but
a few figures will show something of the
course it has run.    In 1814, 1815, the sales
averaged 286,000 copies a year; in 1828 the
sales were estimated to be 350,000 copies.
In 1847 the statement was made that about
twenty-four million copies of the book had
been published up to that time, and that
the sale was then averaging a million of
copies a year.    It was also then said, that
during the twenty years in which he was
employed in compiling his " American Dic-
tionary," the entire support of his family
was derived from the profits of this work,
at a premium for copyright of five mills a
copy.    The sales for eight years following
the Civil War, namely, 1866-1873, aggre-
gated 8,196,028; and the fact that the aver-
age yearly sale was scarcely greater than in
1847 may be referred in part to the great
enterprise in the publication of school-books,
which has marked the last twenty years, by
which his speller has been one only of a
great many, in part, also, to the impoverish-
ment of the South where Webster's book
had been more generally accepted than at
the North.

